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With these opinions, founded upon a very near view of the contest in the field; with means of information scarcely enjoyed by any other, the great interest with which in common with every well-judging soldier in the field I watch the contest at home, cannot be surpassed, yet without solicitude, for I am unable to conceive that any very considerable number of men are willing to abandon their country and their manhood at the call of party faction, I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully, Your obedient Servant
From General Butler
Head Quarters, Department of Virginia and North Carolina,
Army of ike James, in the Field, VA., October 80th, 1864
Hon. WILLIAM CLAFFLIN, Chairman of the Republican State Convention, BOSTON, MASS.
DEAB SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your complimentary invitation to address the people of Massachusetts at Faneuil Hall upon the issues of the present canvass; and should be well pleased, if my duties in the field would permit a visit to my home, to confer with my fellow-citizens upon the great questions which are to be settled at the coming election. Specially am I desirous so to do because I am fully convinced that the election determines the place of my country among the nations for all coming time, and were it possible, as your Committee is kindly disposed to believe, that anything I might do or say in Massachusetts could influence that result, it would be my duty, laying aside all else, to repair at once to the field, where in my judgment, the whole contest will be decided, on the 8th of November.
But in such a case, if I had such power, I would not go to Massachusetts, for "they that are whole need no physician, but they that are sick"; and I cannot believe for a moment that there can be any considerable portion of the citizens of Massachusetts so misled in their judgment, so bunded by their prejudices, so unreasoning in their party ties, and so unpatriotic in the eflfect of their misjudged action, as to sustain by their votes the principles enunciated in the Chicago Platform. Specially as this canvass differs from every other in this, that the life or death of the nation as a power on earth depends on the actions of the hour.
A vote to forget our manhood, to abandon the doctrines of our fathers, to give up the hope of republican liberty forever,